[Revision surgery for knee prostheses using the DRG system].
Due to an increasing life expectancy and earlier primary implantation of total knee replacements, the number of patients requiring revision surgery in Germany is increasing by 7% every year. These revision cases belong to the most treatment and cost intensive operations in joint replacement surgery. Presently, the description of these procedures in the German DRG system, which defines the financial reimbursement for the hospitals, is changing yearly with the development of new catalogues. The changes made from 2003 to 2005 are outlined in the following article. A correct depiction of the treatment and procedures required in such cases is a prerequisite for an adequate reimbursement. In the long-term, hospitals will only be able to offer such complex treatment forms if the financial compensation correctly reflects the costs incurred.